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Guess what. It’s the last minute again, and I gotta finish tonight. 
(This is Monday 11 April.) Tomorrow I'll be seeing Ruth Berman, 
AS WE ARE GOING TO FELICE ROLFe's FOR DINNER, AND She's GOING DOWN 
to LA Thursday, just in time to hand this to the OEvial. At 
LEAST I HOPE SHE PLANS TO BE SEEING HIM AT LASFS OR SOMETHING, AS 
I HAVEN'T YET SPOKEN TO HER ON THEMATTER.

Last month we had another Gilbert & Sullivan party, for "Gondo
liers", AND IT WAS THE BIGGEST TO DATE BY A FACTOR OF TWO. AS 
MIGHT BE EXPECTED WHEN THINGS GET THAT LARGE THERE WAS SOME CONFUS
ION AND SEVERAL PEOPLE WERE STUCK.

A TOTAL OF 117 TICKETS WERE SOLD, THO ABOUT 4 WEREN'T USED BE
CAUSE OF LAST MINUTE CHANGES IN PLANS BY THE PURCHASERS. THE POST
THEATER PARTY WAS TO BE AT THE BOUCHERS1 BUT WHEN TICKETS SALES 

PASSED 100 THEY CHICKENED 0 U T . . . E S P E C I A L L Y SINCE WE HAD INVITED THE 
CAST TO OUR PARTY ALSO. FINAL PLANS CALLED FOR US TO GO TO BRENNAN'S 

BAR FIRST UNTIL THEY CLOSED. By THEN, WE HOPED, THE CROWD WOULD 
THIN OUT AND WE WOULD GO ON TO THE BOUCHERS1. I TRIED TO LET EVERY 

ONE KNOW ABOUT THIS CHANGE, BUT ABOUT A DOZEN NEVER GOT THE WORD 
AND WAITED IN FRONT OF Tony's IN VAIN. INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP WERE 
Ruth Berman, Diana Paxson, Bill Donaho, Al Halevy, the Chazens, 
AND SEVERAL OTHERS. EVEN WITH THE LOSS OF THESE PEOPLE AND THOSE 
WHO QUIT AFTER BRENNAN'S Tony's HOUSE WAS INTOLERABLE CROWDED FOR 
ABOUT AN HOUR. THE NEXT G&S PARTY IS LESS THAN A MONTH AWAY, BUT 
WE STILL HAVEN'T SELECTED A SITE FOR THE POST-THEATER PARTY.

Another bit of trouble wasn't due to any of us. The Lamplight
ers GET UC STUDENTS IN AS USHERS, AND THESE USUALLY WORK ON A VOL
UNTEER BASIS FOR ONLY ONE OR TWO PERFORMANCES. WELL, ONE WHO HAND
LES THE SEATING OF ABOUT HALF OF OUR GROUP GOT THE SEATS MIXED UP 
AND PUT A NUMBER OF PEOPLE ONE SEAT TOO FAR TO THE RIGHT. MOST 
ROWS STRAIGHTENED THEMSELVES OUT, SINCE ONLY A FEW PEOPLE HAD BEEN 
SEATED BY THE CONFUSED USHER. BUT THE ROW IN FRONT OF MINE WAS 
COMPLETELY DISPLACED, AND THE LAST COUPLE TO ARRIVE, DANA & GRACE 
Warren, were stuck and had to take seats in the rear. During the 
INTERMISSION MOST PEOPLE WERE AMENABLE TO SHIFTING, BUT WHEN ONE 
COUPLE WAS ASKED TO THEY GOT VERY EXCITED AND WALKED OUT OF THE 
THEATER. OH WELL, IT TAKES ALL KINDS, AND ALL THAT. I DON'T 
KNOW WHO THEY WERE, FOR ACCORDING TO MY SEATING CHART I HAD SOLD 
ONE TICKET TO BARRY GOLD, WHO TRADED LATER WITH SOMEONE, AND THE 
OTHER TO AN UNKNOWN AT A LlTTLE Men's MEETING.

The Lamplighters charge us $1.25 per ticket, but my own exp
enses IN selling them run about 5j^ each, on the average, which I 
HAD ABSORBED UNTIL NOW. THIS TIME I DECIDED TO CHARGE $1.50, AND 

USE THE SURPLUS TO UNDERWRITE SOME OF THE COSTS OF THE PARTY AFTER
WARDS. There was $20 left over after I took back my expenses, and 
THE BL-UCHERS ASKED FOR $15 TO COVER THEIRS. THIS LEAVES $5 TOWARDS 
THE NEXT PARTY, AND I WILL AGAIN CHARGE $1.50.

IT IS A VIRTUAL CERTAINTY THAT I WILL BE LEAVING THE BAY AREA 
THIS SUMMER, BUT FELICE SAID THAT IF I DO SHE WILL CONTINUE TO OR-
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GANIZE THESE THEATER PARTIES. (THE LAMPLIGHTERS HAVE NOW DONE THE 
COMPLETE CYCLE OF STANDARD OPERETTAS (iE, EXCLUSING SORSERER, UTOPIA 

Ltd and Grand Duck) and will start to repeat so we were originally 
GOING TO CUT OFF THE PARTIES, BUT A LARGE NUMBER OF PEEPLE HAVE 
STARTED COMING WHO HAVEN'T BEEN TO THE EARLY ONES SO THERE WILL 
PROBABLY BE ENOUGH INTEREST TO CONTINUE.) ■

The next party will be for /// //,/...er, something-Men of the 
Guard, on Saturday, May Sth. Any of you out there close enuf to 
BE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING, CONTACT ME FOR TICKETS.

= +- ■

I've gotten off onto an odd reading tangent lately?. I recently 
BECAME INVOLVED WITH A MUNDANE LITERARY DISCUSSION GROUP, AND ONE 
MONTH THE BOOK WAS TO BE Freud's MOSES ÄND MONOTHEISM.

This is a real odd item. I believe it was the last book he 
WROTE BEFORE HE DIED, AND IT WAS FINISHED WHEN HE WAS LIVING IN 
EXILE FROM THE NAZIS IN ENGLAND IN 193^. HlS THESIS IS THAT MOSES 

was An Egyptian, that he give a wandering pagan tribe of savages 
THE RELIGION WHICH EVENTUALLY EVOLVED INTO JUDAISM, AFTER MERGING 
WITH THE WORSHIP OF A VOLCANO GOD, AND THAT THE RELIGION HE GAVE 
THEM WAS THE RECENTLY DISCREDITED MONOTHEISTIC RELIGION SPONSORED 
BRIEFLY BY THEKING AkHNATEN. He WNT INTO GREAT DETAIL ON HOW HE 
supposed Judaism descended from the worship of Akhnaten's got Aten, 
BUT THIS INVOLVED ALL SORTS OF THINGS LIKE LYSENKOISM, RACIAL MEM
ORY, AND THE APPLICATION OF THE PR I NC I PALS OF THE PSYCHOANALYTIC 
MODEL OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO GROUPS OF PEOPLE AS ENTITIES. SOME OF 
THESE THINGS STRUCK ME AS BORDERING ON THE PREPOSTEROUS, SO I 
ASKED EVERYONE I KNEW WHETHER THEY HAD HEARD OF THIS BOOK. FEW 
PEOPLE H’AD, BUT ALL OF THOSE WHO DID SAID THAT IT IS HELD IN LITTLE 
repute. Freud was old and senile, and was writing totally outside 
OF HIS OWN FIELD. BUT THESE PEOEE ONLY HAD VAGUE IMPRESSIONS AND 
I WANTED MORE DEFINITE INFORMATION. ONE OF THEM RECOMMENDED VAW- 
ter1s A Path Thru Genesis, but I had a hard time getting a copy of 
THAT. In THE MEAN TIME, I GOT THE LATEST LIGHTHOUSE FROM TERRY 
Carr, and therein he reviewed Bob Silverberg's book, Akhnater, Tne 
Rebel Pharaoh, and asked the Livermore Library to get it on inter
library LOAN. VJeLL, THEY WENT OUT AND BOUGHT A COPY (l WANT A 10% 
CUT ON YOUR ROYALTIES ON THAT SALE, BOB...I GUESS IT COMES TO ABOUT 
5/^)aND I READ IT. IT WAS A MOST INTERESTING BOOK. IT IS REALLY 
SURPRISING HOW MUCH IS KNOWN ABOUT ABOUT A MAN WHO LIVED OVER 3,000 
YEARS AGO, BUT THREE FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. A B0X CONTA INING 
MUCH OF HIS OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE WAS FOUND, HE HAD BUILT A NEW 
CAPITAL CITY A LA WASHINGTON AND BRASILIA WHICH WAS ABANDONED AF
TER HIS DEATH, AND THE ONE TOMB DISCOVERED VIRTUALLY INTACT BELONG
ED to "King Tut" who reigned some 10 years after his death. Thus, 
DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE WORSHIPERS OF AMON TRIED TO OBLITERATE 
HIS MEMORY MORE IS KNOWN ABOUT HIM THÄN «JUST ABOUT ANY OF THE OTH
ER PERSON OF THAT ERA.

Anyhow, Bob gave a rather thorough biography of the man, and 
AS MANY OF THE DETAILS ON THE ORIGINS OF HIS RELIGION AS ARE KNOWN. 
It WAS COMPLETELY OVERTHROWN AFTER HIS DEATH, AND THE FOLLOWERS OF 
Amon did their best to wipe out all traced of it.



BEYOND FANTASY FICTION PG 3 APRIL 1965

Most historians place the Exhodus as about a century after 
Akhnater, but Freud postulates that it occurred within seven 
YEARS OF HIS DEATH. FREUD SAYS THERE WAS.AN INTEREGENUM DURING 
THAT TIME, AND THINGS WERE QUITE CHAOTIC, SO THAT IT WOULD BE EASY 
FOR THE BUNCB OF SLAVE SAVAGES TO GET OUT ACROSS THE BORDER, AND 
THAT A CENTURY LATER THINGS WERE TOO WELL ORGANIZED FOR THEM TO 
BE ABLE TO ESCAPE. THEN, FREUD SAYS, MOSES COULD HAVE BEEN FROM 
Akhnaten's HOUSEHOLD. .

Freud feels there were two different people who were merged 
INTO ONE IN LEGEND IN LATER TIMES. THE MOSES OF THE EXHODUS WAS 
MURDERED BY THE JEWS A SHORT TIME LATER, AND A WHILE AFTER THAT 
THEW PICKED UP THE WORSHIP OF A VOLCANO GOD FROM ANOTHER MAN, AND 
THAT THIS VOLCANO GOD EVENTUALLY EVOLVED BACK INTO THE ABSTRACT 
single God of the first Moses.

Bob took all this rather seriously, in variance with the people 
I HAD SPOKEN TO, LIKE HALEVY. NOW THO THE BOOK DOES SEEM TO BE 
QUITE CONSISTANT AND LOGICAL, BOB SlLBERBERG DOES WRITE MANY, MANY 
BOOKS A YEAR, AND I WONDER HOW MUCH RESEARCH HE CAN DO ON THEM. I 
WOULD STILL LIKE TO FIND A BOOK BY A MODERN WRI TER ACTUALLY WORK
ING IN THE FIELD, AND SEE WHAT HE HAS TO SAY.

I DID FINALLY MANAGE TO GET AHOLD OF A COPY OF VaWTER's BOOK 
( A FRIEND GOT IT FROM A CHURCH LIBRARY IN SaN FRANCISCO ) BUT IT : 
IS WRITTEN FROM TOO MUCH OF A RELIGIOUS VIEWPOINT TO SATISFY ME ON 
THIS QUESTION, AND DEALS MOSTLY WITH THE PRE-MOSES ERA. I WAS RA
THER BUSY AND HAD THE TIME TO READ ONLY SOME 50 PAGES BEFORE I HAD 
TO RETURN THE BOOK, BUT IF I GET ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY I WILL FINISH 
IT.

But Terry, you’re interested in Egypt. And any one else...are
THERE ANY OTHER BOOKS THAT YOU CAN RECOMMEND ON THE SUBJECT? •

Oh yes...don't blame the spelling of "Ichnaten" on me! As 
Silverberg pointed out in the beginning of his book, the Egyptians 
HAD NO WAY OF REPRESENTING THE VOWELS AHD WE HAVE TO GUESS AS TO 
WHAT THEY WERE. MANY GUESSES WERE MADE AS TO THE PRONUNCIATION OF 
HIS NAME, AND HENCE THE ENGLISH SPELLING OF IT. SILVERBERG USED . ... . 
"Akhnaten" while Freud used "Akhnaton." •

Speaking of spelling, Freud consistently spelled one city Qade^, 
WHICH SIMPLY DOES NOT MAKE SENSE. I IMAGINE THAT THIS IS THE SAME 
city as Silverberg spells Kadesh. Now why in the @#I whould Freud 
SPELL IT THAT WAY? THE NAME ITSELF IS UNDOUBTEDLY WRITTEN 1N A 
NON-LAT I N ALPHABET AND MUST BE TRANSLITERATED IN ORDER TO BE MEN
TIONED in an English book. If I remember, Q doesn’t appear at all 
in German, and is not supposed to appear followed by an A in Eng
lish. Also, the "v" shaped accent or diacritical mark is used 
ONLY IN THE LITHUANIAN, LATVIAN, AND HUNGARIAN (l.E., DVORAK) 

alphabets. Since Freud worked in Austria I imagine he wrote in 
German, so where did the use of that symbol originate in the name 
of this middle Eastern city?

That reminds me of a similar problem in the spelling of Cer- 
enkow" as in Cerenkov Radiation." The man was a Russian so his 
NAME W0S WRITTEN IN THE CYRILLIC ALPHABET...WHY TRANSLITERATE IT 
WITH "c" INSTFAD OF "nn"?
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. As I SA I D A FEW PAGES AGO, I. AM MAK I NG PLANS TO LEAVE CALIFOR
NIA AGAIN.. I KNOW T SAID THIS SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE, BUT I AM GET
TING.TO THE POINT WHERE I AM BEGINNING TO CLIMB THE WALLS AT WORK 
AND SIMPLY MUST GO ELSEWHERE FOR A CHANGE. I ENJOYED TEACHING 
VERY MUCH WHEN I DID SOME WHILE IN GRADUATE SCHOOL, AND I'd LIKE 
TO GET BACK INTO THAT FIELD. The PAY WOULD BE LESS, BUT THE WORK 
SHOULD BE MUCH MORE INTERESTING. .....

I’ve PLACED AN AD WITH THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY AND 
HAVE: NOW GOTTEN RESPONCES FROM SCHOOLS IN ANGOLA INDIANA, SOMEPLACE 
in New Hampshire and (just today) the College of Petrolium & Min
ERALS IN DHARRAN, SAUDI ARABIA! I'vE ALSO WRITTEN SEVERAL SCHOOLS 
IN THE NY METROPOLITAN AREA ' (WESTCHEST ER AND SOUTH ORANGE) ON MY 

own. Anyhow, we shall see what will develop. My plans call for 
me to quit .work July 1st, attend the Westercon, move East, fly to 
Loncon and spend a month in Europe, and settle down to my new job.

Well, I missed the last mailing, the first time in some 4 
YEARS THAT I MISSED A SAPS MAILING. ALWAYS BEFORE I MANAGED TO 
GET IN AT LEAST A SINGLE SHEET, NO MATTER HOW BUSY I WAS. AND I 
KEEP WONDERING WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN I GEN INTO FAPA IN ANOTHER 
YEAR OR TWO. (I'M NOW #3 ON THE WL)

HEY, HOW ABOUT SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR A CHANGE, LIKE A FEW 
MAILING COMMENTS?

LOKI #9 — Dave Hulan. Is Ed Gox putting us on with those "Space 
Monsters"? I notice one is "Rebreg", Ger

ber SPELLED BACKWARDS. NOW I'vE HEARD LeS CALLED A LOT OF THINGS, 
PARTICULARLY BACK AROUND 1956 WHEN HE FIRST ENTERED FANDOM, BUT 
Space Monster wasn't one of them.

DINKY BIRD 1? — Ruth Berman. I liked Dr Strangelove very much 
: MYSELF. It RIDICULED EVERY AS

PECT OF MODERN SOCIETY EXCEPT THE LIBERAL HYSTERICAL "PEACE AT A 

ANY COST"eR, AND 1 IMAGINE THAT WAS LEFT ALONE SIMPLY BECAUSE THE 
PRODUCER HIMSELF FALLS INTO THAT CATEGORY. AND HAS ANYONE BEEN 
POISENING YOUR BODILY FLUIDS TODAY?

KATYA'S KORNER # 2 -- Katya Hulan. Silverberg's book, discussed 
. AT LENGTH ABOVE, WENT INTO

QUITE A BIT OF DETAIL ON THE ARTISTIC REVOLUTION DURING AkHNATEn’s 
REIGH, AND I SUSPECT YOu'd FIND THE BOOK OF INTEREST. It's EXPEN

SIVE, SO TRY TO PICK IT UP AT THE LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARY.
We missed you at the last G&S pa rty ... sorry you couldn't MAKE 

it. Hope you're down for this one!

SPELEOBEM # 26 — Bruce Pelz. Lovely Cawthörne cover, and it 
LOOKS HAND-STENCILLED. DOES IT

REPRESENT ANYTHING IN PARTICULAR?
MADELE I NECONT I NUES TO WRITE A FASCINATING ACCOUNT. ONE THING
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THAT STRUCK ME WAS HER AND MlRI KNIGHT'S AUTOMATIC RESPECT OF 

PICKETS WITHOUT ANY ATTEMPT TO FIND OUT WHETHER THERE WAS A REAL 
STR I KE' OR TH IS WAS JUST AN ATTEMPT BY SOME SELF-STWLED LABOR LEAD
ER TO BLACKMAIL A BUSINESS. On E REASON THERE ISN'T THAT.MUCH REi / 
SPECT FOR THE Labor MOVEMENT IN THE Uo , MADELEINE, IS THAT CRIMIN
AL ELEMENTS HAVE TAKEN OVER LARGE SEGMENTS. A NUMBER OF UNIONS, 
ESPECIALLY SMALL ONES, ARE RUN EXCLUS I V ELY FOR THE PROFIT OF THE ■ 
OWNERS ... I £ , "OFFICERS.". . ' 1 Ab 7 . . . . ■ '"

• • . . . ; - 7: 1 7 • "■: • -j ' . _ ■ 7' . J ■. '
SLUG # 10 — Wally Weber. Thankee for MIK's address. I’ve been

ADMIRING HIS ART FOR A WHILE: NOW AND 
WANTED SOME FOR NIEKAS. I: WAS GOING TO WRITE SOM.E BRITI.SH FAN, 
like Graham Hall, to try to find out what it is. .

MISTILY MEANDERING# 11 -- Fred Patten. OK, I'll ask just as I 
- ... i . imagine half .the other

MEMBERS WILL. WAS THE COVER HAND. COLORED? . .
. This talk of many ..new SAPS not knowing what a Doheug is reminds 

ME. ..OF LATE THERE HAS NO® BEEN TOO MUCH REFERENCE TO THE MYTHOS 
OF FANDOM, AND I WENDER WHAT A NEW FAN WOULD GET OUT OF "ENCHANTED 

Duplicator" or "BNF of Iz". There is still a battle between Ser- 
con & Fannish fen, but largely confined to Austral i a . ( v i z material 
in GRYPHON) with some in England, . largely■confined to within the 
BSFA. But many .parts of the-mythology which:once accompanied -this 
DEBATE OR WAR HAVE DROPPED ' OUT . OF SIGHT, ANO EVEN IF A- FAN SAW 
EVERY ZINE PUBLISHED DURING THE LAST YEAR, BUT NONE OLDER, I DOUBT 
THAT HE WOULD GET MANY OF THE REFERENCES. I GUESS FANDOM DOES CHANGE 
QUITE A BIT OVER THE YEARS AND THERE IS REALLY A POINT TO ASSIGN
ING NUMBERS TO ERAS...IF ONLY IT COULD BE DONE IN A N0N—C0NTROVER- 
SIAL MANNER.’ . At ONE TIME EVEN THE FANNISH FANS WERE FAR MORE FAM
ILIAR WITH SF THAN THEY ARE TO0Y, VIZ THE REFERENCES T0 IT AND : 
JOKES BASED UPON IT In"WILLIS DISCOVERS AMERICA."

BNF Trading Cards--very amusing! ' .
■ ■ . - 1- .— • _ : . , _ • j , •• • ■ ■ .

•SPY RAY CCLXIX -- Deck Eney. Sc i thers...yes, the Pacificon busi
NESS MEETING WAS GHASTLY. HaRLAn's SCREAMING, RANTING AND RAVING 
MADE ME SO SICK THAT I JUST COULDn'.T TAKE IT ANY MORE AND WALKED 
OUT. YECCH1

PLEA-SURE UNITS #9 ~~ Gordon -Eklund . Speaking of all night radio, 
.. . ..' ’ .1 ; . : . ■ .: L F I NO IT DIFFICULT TO GET

APPROPR I ATE BACKGROUND N.O I SE I F I ’m WORKING LATE SUNDAY NIGHT. 
The clasical stations like KKHI, KSFR etc sign off at 12, in San 
Francisco, but most nights there's still Music Til Dawn on KCBS. 
But Sunday nights KCBS shuts down, leaving nothing siutable on. 
Or is there some station that I've missed? Also, no® that my AM 
RADIO DIED L'm . I-RR I TATBD-. B:Y: THE FACE THAT KCBS-FM GOES OFF THE 
AIR AT 2 AM, THUS BE L ¥ I N-Q THE T E T L E "MUS I C T I L. DAWN . " ANY SUGGEST
IONS? ' ' . : ■ । . .

• ■ ’ -• : ■ y « ’ r ‘ ; ; ... h . ' X . " ’

NIFLHEIM# 10 -- Dave- Hulan.. Most interest i ng ■ item on Worm & Well 
OF THE Uni corn. I READ the lat er several years ago, and after that 
NEVER HAD THE GUTS TO READ THE SEQUILS THO I OWN TWO. THE LANG
UAGE IS TOO PRETENTI O S. : I OWN THE WELL AND HOPE TO- READ IT IN TNE 
NEXT MONTH 0 R . SO ■. R I GHT ■ N 0 W D I A N A P A X SO N HAS MY COPY.

Well, I think I had better quit now 
STILL GOTTA RUN THIS OFF TONIGHT.

...IT'S ALMOST 2 AM AND I

r- VEd Meskys


